Epidemiological studies on measles in Karachi, Pakistan--mothers' knowledge, attitude and beliefs about measles and measles vaccine.
In order to gather information on the factors affecting the spread of measles vaccine in Pakistan, 287 mothers living in Karachi were interviewed concerning their knowledge, attitude and beliefs about measles and measles vaccine. Measles had been highly prevalent, mainly among infants between 9 and 18 months of age. The severity of the illness and the frequency of complications were well known and the importance of immunizations was well recognized. In traditional combined families grandparents had made the decision to take children for immunization, but many mothers had begun to feel that they were responsible for participation in the programme. The vaccine acceptance rate had increased sharply in recent years, primarily due to local health educators' activities and mass media such as TV programmes. The present findings confirm the importance of continuous effort toward promotion of primary health care by collaboration of motivated mothers and community health workers.